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pEftftE'x. adj. [perplex, Lat. pet plexus, Lat.] Intricate; 
difficult. Perplexed is the word in ufe. 

How the foul directs the fpirits for the motion of the body* 
according to the feveral animal exigents, is perplex in the 
theory. Glanville’s Scept. 

Perple'xedly. adv. [from perplexed.] Intricately; with in¬ 
volution. 

Perple'xedness. n. f [from perplexed.] 

1. Embaraffment ; anxiety. 

2. Intricacy ; involution ; difficulty. 

Obfcurity and perplexednefs have been cad upon St. Paul’s 
Epidles from without. Locke. 

Perple'xity. n.f. [perplexite, Fr.j 
j. Anxiety; didraftion of mind. 

The fear of him ever fince hath put me into fuch perplexity , 
as now you found me. Sidney, b. ii. 

Perplexity not fuffering them to be idle, they think and 
do, as it were, in a phrenfy. Hooker , b. v,/. 3. 

The royal virgin, which beheld from far. 

In penfive plight and fad perplexity. 

The whole achievement of this doubtful war. 

Came running fall to greet his victory. Fairy Qttcen. 

2 . Entanglement; intricacy. 

Let him look for the labyrinth; for I cannot difeern any, 
unlefs in the perplexity of his own thoughts. Stillingfleet. 
Perpota'tion. n . f. [per and poto , Latin.] The ad of 
drinking largely. 

Perquisite, n.f. [perquifitus, Lat.] Something gained by a 
place or office over and above the fettled wages. 

Tell me, perfidious, was it fit 
To make my cream a perquifite , 

And deal to mend your wages. Widow and Cat. 

To an honeft mind, the bed perquifites of a place are the 
advantages it gives a man of doing good. Addifon. 

To what your lawful perquifites amount. Swift. 

Perquisition, n. f [perquifitus, Lat.] An accurate enquiry ; 

a thorough fearch. Ainjwortb. 

Pe'rry. n.f. [poire, Fr. from poire.] Cyder made of pears. 
Perry is the next liquor in edeem after cyder, in the or¬ 
dering of which, let not your pears be over ripe before you 
grind them ; and with fome forts of pears, the mixing of a 
few crabs in the grinding is of great advantage, making perry 
equal to the reddreak cyder. Mortimer. 

To PERSECUTE, v. a. [perfecuter, Fr. perfecutus, Lat.] 

1. To harrafs with penalties ; to perfue with malignity. It is 
generally ufed of penalties inflided for opinions. 

° I perfected this way unto the death. Adis xxii. 4. 

2 . To perfue with repeated ads of vengeance or enmity. 

They might have fallen down, being perfected of ven¬ 
geance, and fcattered abroad. fVifdom xi. 20. 

6 Relate, 

For what offence the queen of hcav’n began 
To perfecute fo brave, fo jud a man ! Dryden. 

3. To importune much: as, he perfecutes me with daily felici¬ 
tations. _ , 

Persecu tion, n. f. [ perfecution , Fr. perfecutio , Eat. from 
perfecute.] 

1. The ad or pradice of perfecting. 

The Jews raifed perfecution againd Paul and Barnabas, 
and expelled them. dldls xiii. 50. 

Heavy perfecution (hall arife 
On all, who in the worfliip perfevere 
Of fpirit and truth. . . Milton. 

The deaths and fufferings of the primitive chridians had a 
great (hare in the converfion of thole learned Pagans, who 
lived in the ages of perfecution. Addifon. 

2. The date of being perfected. 

Our necks are under perfecution-, we labour and have no 

red. . Lam -y ’ 

Chridian fortitude and patience had their opportunity in 
times of affiidion and perfecution. Sprat s Sermons. 

Persecutor, n.f. [perfecuteur, Fr. from perfecute.] One who 
harraffes others with continued malignity. 

What man can do againd them, not afraid. 

Though to the death ; againd fuch cruelties 
With inward confolations recompensd; 

And oft fupported fo, as fhall amaze 
Their prouded perfecutors. Milton s Paradfe lojl. 

Henry rejected the pope’s fupremacy, but retained every 
corruption befides, and became a cruel perfecuter. Swijt. 
Perseve'rance. n.f. [perfeveranee, Fr. pesfeverantia, Lat. 
This word was once improperly acccentcd on the iecond lyl- 
lable.] Perfidence in any defign or attempt; dcadmefs in 
purfuits; condancy in progrefs. It is applied alike to good 
and ill. 

The king becoming graces. 

Bounty, perfev'rance, mercy, lowlinefs ; 

I have no relifh of them. Sbakefp. Macbeth. 

Perfeveranee keeps honour bright: 

To have done, is to hang quite out of fafhion. 

Like rudy mail in monumental mockery. Sbakejpeare. 
They hate repentance more than perfeveranee in a 
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Wait the feafons of providence with patience and ptrrj.. 
ranee in the duties of our calling, what difficulties feever we 
may encounter L'Eflrange. 

Patience and perfeveranee overcome the greated diffi. 
culties. Claritf 

And perfeveranee with his batter’d fliield. Brooke 

Perseve'rant. ad), [perfeverant, Fr. perfeverans, Lat.] p e *‘ 
Tiding; conltant. AinLortb 

To PERSEVE'RE. v. n. [perfevero, Lat. perfeverer, Fr. This 
word was anciently accented lefs properly on the fecond 
fyliable.] To perfid in an attempt; not to give over; not 
to quit the defign. 

But my rude mufick, which was wont to plcafe 
Some dainty ears, cannot with any flcill 
The dreadful temped of her wrath appeafe. 

Nor move the dolphin from her dubborn will; 

But in her pride Ihe doth perfevere dill. Spenfer 

Thrice happy, if they know 
Their happinefs, and perfevere upright! Milton 

Thus beginning, thus we perfevere ; 

Our paffions yet continue what they were. Dryden. 

To perfevere in any evil courfe, makes you unhappy j„ 
this life, and will certainly throw you into evcrlading tor¬ 
ments in the next. Wake’s Preparation for Death. 

Perseve'ringly. adv. [(tomperfevere.] With perfeveranee." 

ToPERSI'ST. v.n. [perfl/lo, Lat. perffler , Fr.] To perfe¬ 
vere ; to continue firm ; not to give over. 

Nothing can make a man happy, but that which fhall l a ft 
as long as he lads ; for an immortal foul fhall perfijl in being 
not only when profit, pleafure and honour, but when time 
itfelf fhall ceafe. South’s Sermons. 

If they perfijl in pointing their batteries againd particular 
perfons, no laws of war forbid the making reprifals. Addifn. 

Persi'stance. In. /. [from perfijl. Perfjlence feems more 

Persistency. J proper.] 

1. The date of perfiding ; deadinefs ; condancy; perfeveranee 
in good or bad. 

The love of God better can confid with the indeliberate 
commiffions of many fins, than with an allowed perfijlance in 
any one. Government of the Tongue. 

2 . Obdinacy; obduracy; contumacy. 

Thou think’d me as far in the devil’s book, as thou and 
Faldaff, for obduracy and perjijlency. Sbakefp. 

Persi'stive. adj. [from perflfl.] Steady; not receding from 
a purpofe; perfevering. 

The protraftive tryals of great Jove, 

To find perfjlive condancy in men. ’ Sbakefp. 

PE'RSON. n.f. [perforate, Fr. perjona, Lat.J 

1. Individual or particular man or woman. 

A perfon is a thinking intelligent being, that has reafon and 
reflection, and can confider itfelf as itfelf, the fame thinking 
thing, in different times and places. Locke. 

2 . Man or woman confidercd as oppofed to things, or diftind 
from them. 

A zeal lot perfons is far more eafy to be perverted, than a 
zeal for things. Sprat’s Sermons. 

To that we owe the fafety of our perfons and the propriety 
of our poffeflions. Atterbury’s Sermons. 

3. Human Being; confidered with refpeft to mere corporal ex- 
idence. 

’Tis in her heart alone that you mud reign; 

You’ll find her perfon difficult to gain. Dryden. 

4. Man or woman confidered as prefent, afting or fuffering. 

If I am traduc’d by tongues which neither know 
My faculties nor perfon ; 

’Tis but the fate of place, and the rough brake 
That virtue mud go through. Sbakefp. Henry VIII. 

The rebels maintained the fight for a fmall time, and for 
their perfons fhewed no want of courage. Saaii. 

5. A general loole term for a human bemg ; one ; a man. 

Be a perfon’ s attainments ever fo great, he fhould always 
remember, that he is God’s creature. Clarijja. 

6 . One’s felf; not a reprefentative. 

When I purpofed to make a war by my lieutenant, 1 maue 
declaration thereof to you by my chancellor; but now that 
mean to make a war upon France in perfon, I will declare 1 
to you myfelf. Bacon ' s Uenr D 

The king in perfon vifits all around. 

Comforts the fick, congratulates the found. 

And holds for thrice three days a royal fead. 

7. Exteriour appearance. 

For her own perfon, . 

It beggar’d all defeription. bhake A’ 

8. Man or woman reprefented in a fiftitious dialogue. 

All things are lawful unto me, faith the apodlc, 1 *. 
ing, as it leemeth, in the perfon of the chridian S ent !5 , r 
the maintenance of liberty in things indifferent. 

Thefe tables Cicero pronounced under the perfon ot Erai . 
were of more ufe and authority than all the boo s 
philolophers. Baker's Reflections on Lear g- 

0. Character. „ ... 

From his firfl appearance upon the dage, in his nc ■ p J ^ 
of a fycophanc or juglcr, indead of his tonner 


Dryden. 
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prince, he was expofed to the derifion of the courtiers and 
the common people, who flocked about him, that one might 
know where the owl was, by the flight of birds. Bacon. 

He hath put on the perfon not of a robber and a murthercr, 
but of a traitor to the date. Hayward. 

10. Character of office. 

I then did ufe the perfon of your father; 

T he image of his power Jay then in me: 

And in th’ adminidration of his law, 

While I was buly for the commonwealth, 

Your highnels pleafed to forget my place. Shakejp. 

How different is the fame man from himfelf, as he fudains 
the perfon of a irragiflrate and that of a friend. South. 

11. [In grammar.] The quality of the noun that modifies the 
verb. 

Dorus the more blufhed at her fmiling, and fhe the more 
fmiled at his blufhing ; becaufe he had, with the remem¬ 
brance of that plight he was in, forgot in fpeaking of himfelf 
the third perfon. Sidney. 

If fpeaking of himfelf in the fird perfon fingular has fo va¬ 
rious meanings, his ufe of the fird perjon plural is with greater 
latitude. Locke. 

Pe'rsonable. adj. [from perfon.] 

1. Handfome; graceful; of good appearance. 

Were it true that her fon Ninias had fuch a dature, as that 
Simiramis, who was very perfonable, could be taken for him ; 
yet it is unlikely that fhe could have held the empire forty- 
two years after by any fuch fubtilty. Raleigh. 

2. [In law.] One that may maintain any plea in a judicial 

court. Ainfworth. 

Perso'nage. n.f. [porfonage, Fr.] 

1. A confiderable perfon ; man or woman of eminence. 

It was a new fight fortune had prepared to thofe woods, to 
fee thefe great perfonages thus run one after the other. Sidney. 

It is not eafy to refearch the nftions of eminent perfonages, 
how much they have blemiflied by the envy of others, and 
what was corrupted by their own felicity. JVotton. 

2. Exteriour appearance; air; dature. 

She hath made compare 

Between our datures, fhe hath urg’d his height; 

And with her perfonage, her tall perfonage. 

She hath prevail’d with him. Shakefpeare. 

The lord Sudley was fierce in courage, courtly in fafhion, 
in perfonage dately, in voice magnificent, but fomewhat empty 
of matter. Hayward. 

3. Charafteraffumed. y 

The great diverfion is mafleing: the Venetians, naturally 
grave, love to give into the follies of fuch feafons, when 
difguifcd in a falfe perfonage. Addifon's Remarks on Italy. 

4. Character reprefented. 

Some perfons mud be found out, already known by hido- 
ry, whom we may make the actors and perfonages of this 
p , C * r . Broome's View of Epic Poems. 

Personal, adj. [perfonel, Fr. perfonalis, Lat.] 

1. Belonging to men or women, not to things ; not real. 

Every man fo termed by way of perfonal difference only. 

2. Affcaing individuals or particular people /peculiar I" moper 
to mm or her; relatmg to one’s private aaions or charaacr. 

For my part, 

I know no perfonal caufe to fpurn at him • 

But for the general. Sbakefp. Julius Cxfar. 

It could not mean, that Cain as elder had a natural do- 
mrnion over Abel, for the words are conditional; if thou 
doed well, and fo perfonal to Cain. Locke. 

Pubhck reproofs of fin arc general, though by this they 
lole a great deal of their cffea ; but in private conversions 
the application may be more perjona/, and the proofs when fo 
uiredted come home. r Rarer: 

3- Prefent; not afting by reprefentative. 

The fav’rites that the abfent king 
In deputation left, 

r ^ ben bc was perfonal jn the Irifh war. Shake/b 

4 - Exteriour; corporal. 

Thi S hero.ck condancy determined him to defire in mar- 

the S LVn a « e fr i, Whc ’[ e pa / enal Charms wcrc novv becom « 

tne Jeaft part of her character. Addlf™ 

the^n 1 S ° niCthing movcable 5 r °™thing appendan/ to 
tne peri on, as money ; not real, as land. 

i his fin of kind not perfonal 

f. rr Ut rea * and hereditary was. Davies 

. A perfonal verb is that which has all the 

. ; oppol ' d - 

“Cn; L, „7 M ;„i tfrom Thc - m- 

Perfon belongs on'ly to intelligent agents, capable of a law, 

Yond n r fS a 'A d m ‘ fery : ttl,S l ,er f onalit y extends itfelf be- 
e * 1 deuce to what is pad, only by confcioufnefs, 

SSfeTC S.S3&* * *£ 
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Personally, adv. [from perfonal.] 

1. In perfon ; in prefence; not by reprefentative. 

Approbation not only they give, who perfonally declare theit 
affent by voice, fign or adt, but alfo when others do it in 
their names. Hooker, b. i. f 10: 

I could not perfonally deliver to her 
What you commanded me, but by her woman 
I fent your meffage. Sbakefp. Henry VIII. 

There are many reafons, why matters of fuch a wonder¬ 
ful nature fhould not be taken notice of by thofe Pagan wri¬ 
ters, who lived before our Saviour’s difciples had perfonally 
appeared among them. Addijon. 

2. With refpedt to an individual; particularly. 

She bore a mortal hatred to the houfc of Lancader, and 
perfonally to the king. Bacon's Henry VII. 

3. With regard to numerical exidence. 

The converted man is perfonally the fame he was before, 
and is neither born nor created a-new in a proper literal 
fenfe. Rogers's Sermons. 

To Pe'rsonate. v. a. [from perfond, Latin.] 

1. To reprefent by a fidlitious or affumed character, fo as to 
pafs for the perfon reprefented. 

This lad was not to perfonate one, that had been long be¬ 
fore taken out of his cradle, but a youth that had been 
brought up in a court, where infinite eyes had been upon 
him. Bacon’s Henry VII. 

2. To reprefent by affion or appearance ; to aft. 

Herfelf a while fhe lays afide, and makes 
Ready to perfonate a mortal part. Crajhaw. 

3. To pretend hypocritically, with the reciprocal pronoun. 

It has been the condant praftice of the Jefuits to fend over 
emiffaries, with indruftions to perfonate themfelves members 
of the feveral fefts amongd us. Swift. 

4. To counterfeit; to feign. Little in ufe. 

Piety is oppofed to that perfonated devotion, under which 
any kind of impiety is difguiled. Hammond's Fundamentals. 

Thus have I played with the dogmatid in a perfonated 
fccpticifm. Glanvilts Scepf 

5. To refemble. " 

~ The lofty cedar perfonates thee. Sbakefp. Cymleline, 

6. To make a reprefentative of, 3s in pifture. Out of ufe. 

Whofe eyes are on this fovereign lady fixt. 

One do I perfonate of Timon’s frame. 

Whom fortune with her iv’ry hand wafts to her. Shakeft 

7. To deferibe. Out of ufe. 

I am thinking, what I fhall fay ; it mud be a perfonating 
of himfelf; a fatyr againd the foftnefs of profperity. Sbakefp. 

I will drop in his way fome obfeure epidlcs 
Of love, wherein, by the colour of his beard, the 
Shape of his leg, the manner of his gait, the 
Expreffure of his eye, forehead and complexion, 

He fhall find himfelf mod feelingly perfonated. Shakefbtare. 
Personation, n.f. [from perfonate.] Counterfeiting of an¬ 
other perfon. 0 

This being one of the dranged examples of a perfonation 
that ever was, it deferveth to be difcovered and related at 
p thc fulL , Bacon's Henry VIJ* 

Personification, n.f [fromperfonify.] Profopopceia; the 
change of things to perfons : as, 

Confufion heard his voice. Milton , 

To Pe RsoNiFY. v. a. [from perfon .] To change from a thine 
to a perfon. & 

Perspective. « f [pcrfpediif, Fr. perfpicio, Lat.] 

1. A glais through which things arc viewed. 

If it tend to danger they turn about the perfpedlive, and 
fhew it fo little, that he can fcarce difeern it. Denham, 

It may import us in this calm, to hearken to the dorms 

E1& ,he beft ***”«“> “ 

You hold the glafs, but turn the perfpediive, * 

And farther off thc leffen’d objeft drive. Dryden 

faith for reafon’s glimmering light fhall give 
Her immortal perjptdiive. p- 

2 ‘ m !?i ,enCe by Which tbin 2 s arc ran 6 ed ‘n pifture, according 
to their appearance in their real fituation. “ 

Medals have reprefented their buildings according to the 

3 . vfcj r ± aw - +*22u5L 

Lofty trees, with facred fhades. 

An & perfpedlives of pleafant glades. 

Where nymphs of brighted form appear. /w,,. 

P J p ZT ,rE - * RdaU ”e “ of vifion j 

tr “ rpare - - - 

P “fp™ US - * I-tJ Qaick%Se<n 

J&t Sis* '' nd " in f “ line ’ - «1* MM- 

South s Sermons. 
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